Guided birding tours by Antonio Pinilla and Fergus Crystal,

Website: http://www.amus.org.es/home.php
Email Fergus Crystal: ferguscrystal@yahoo.co.uk (english emails)

Email Antonio Pinilla: amus100@hotmail.com (spanish emails)

Adress:

AMUS (Accion por el mundo salvaje),
Plaza de Pilar s/n, 06220 Villafranca de los barros, 

Badajoz, Spain.

AMUS is a non-profit, non-governmental charity devoted to rehabilitating raptors and large waterbirds that have been injured in SW Spain. The centre is the only centre in the world that specialises in rehabiltating Montagu's harrier (Aguilucho cenizo) on a large scale, and as such, it has become an important base for scientists studying that species. AMUS startred from scratch in 1994 (by founder Alvaro Guerrero) and hads since grown (against all political odds!) into an exciting and inspiring centre. With new facilities due to open next month (including a new visitor centre and accommodation for volunteers and students, we feel the centre would make an excellent stopping point for birdwatchers who are keen to learn the fates of the many raptors they are watching. 

 

Also, located right on the edge of incredibly bird-rich steppe (where views of steppe birds like Great Bustard are much closer and easier than in well-known sites in Caceres province further north) AMUS can offer guided tours in a minibus or 4x4 to individuals or groupds of birders throughout the year. there is also the opportunity for interested birders to prolong their stay and do a bit of volunatry work with the centre in locating and mapping as many montagu's Harrier nests possible in April and early May prior to combine harvest of the barley fields where they build their nests. 

 

As I will be based in Extremadura at AMUS for the next 5 years (2008-2012), I feel it is time we promoted guided tours, as I believe the publicity and funds generated will help AMUS get more support from outside the region- support that is currently needed because AMUS are at odds with local government over their plabns to build a gigantic oil refinery on the edge of the steppe area near Villafranca de los Barros. It is so important for birs tourists to start including the bird-rich areas of SE Badajoz on their lists to ensure that these areas are not further blighted by over-development.

 

Please get in touch with me at this mail, or (in Spanish) to Antonio Pinilla at AMUS (mail noted above) for further information. Tours can be made of steppe areas, surrounding sierras and dehesa habitats. Nearly all of Spain's breeding raptors can be seen, and a lot else besides.

 

